** CURTIS

was pregnant, and he was able to produce witnesses who
spoke of quite serious illnesses  she had suffered as a
result of her nerves.    The police were not satisfied with
Thome's  explanation of the hanging of Elsie.   There
were no marks on the beams, such as would have been
made by a string.    And Sir Bernard Spilsbury said in
reply to Curtis that there were no marks on Elsie's neck
that signified she had been hanged.    Mr.  Cassels was
suggesting that there was an attempt at hanging, and
that the body was cut down before death, Elsie dying
from shock immediately after being cut down.    " Were
there creases on Elsie's neck ? " asked Mr. Cassels.   Sir
Bernard replied that there were normal creases in the
skin.    This was the vital point of the defence, and Mr.
Cassels promised to bring Dr. Bronte and several other
medical witnesses to say that those creases were not natural,,
and were consistent with the pressure of a rope upon
the neck.    Microscope slides had been made showing
the pressing of minute blood vessels.    " The challenge
of the defence," said Mr. Cassels, " is that those slides
from that part of the neck prove the case of Norman
Thorne.   If you think that there was some crushing of
the neck, my submission is that that must mean a verdict
of acquittal. . . ."

In the witness-box Thorne conducted himself well, and
told his story without emotion. He had to tell how he
had divided the body and what he had thought in those
terrible hours while he determined on the attempt to con-
ceal a tragedy. " I flung myself on the bed and I cried
like a baby," he said. "I realized the awful end that
neurasthenia had brought her to. I realized the terrible
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